Virginia Euwer Wolff
Anyone who harbors doubts about life after the age of 50 has not met Oregon City author Virginia Euwer Wolff. As she leaped into her fifth decade the effervescent author (who ranks giving birth and rearing her son and daughter as her greatest accomplishment) conquered an addiction to cigarettes, began taking violin lessons again after 30 years and turned her poet's pen to writing books for young people.
However, awards and accolades were not foremost in Wolff's thoughts when we settled into our conversation. "How about using all that we know about kindness and tolerance to get some world peace going?" she responded when asked about her ideas during the past year.
MW:
What is the most difficult decision you've ever had to make? VEW: As a writer, the difficult decision comes ever day: To write what is next to write, knowing it's not nearly as apt or compelling or lucid as I'd hoped it would be when I began to hear it in my mind. I think deciding to continue with a book when it appears to be impossible is always a difficult decision. I've made it lots of times. 

Sara Ryan
The highlights in Sara Ryan's gleaming hair may change with the season but her enviable energy and ability to juggle a career as a lauded writer and her "day job" as a Youth Librarian at Multnomah County Library, Portland, are unwavering. Ryan is the author of Empress of the World (Viking, 2001 ), a debut novel that tells the story of Nicola, a young girl who finds herself falling in love with Battle Hall Davies, a beautiful blond dancer from North Carolina, the daughter of a preacher and one of Nicola's fellow students at the Siegel Summer Program for Gifted Youth. From first draft to publication the novel took Ryan 5 years but her persistence and tenacity earned the young, Ohio born, author immediate accolades.
MW: Does the great success of your first published book create any pressure to perform the second time out?
SR: Boy howdy! I try not to think about it too much. I'm so honored that my work has been reaching people that the greatest pressure I feel is to give the people who have responded so positively to Empress of the World new work that will live up to their expectations.
MW: What is the wildest idea you've had in the past year?
SR: I don't know about wild, but I can tell you about the most unexpected writing project I've done in the past year. Steve Lieber and I were asked to do a story for a Hellboy anthology for Dark Horse Comics. I had never written a story about someone else's character before (Mike Magnolia is the creator of the character Hellboy) and it was a good stretch for me as a writer. Oh, and I'm doing a short story for an anthology called Girl Meets Boy that will be published by Simon and Schuster. Some people certainly might consider my interpretation of that theme wild.
MW: Are there ways in which you maintain your integrity as a writer?
SR: Not consciously, but I think everything you do as a writer reflects how you see the world-your values, your sense of how people interact with each other. And certainly part of all that for me is maintaining a sense of integrity.
MW: What is the most frustrating problem you encounter in your writing?
SR: Number one problem: Lack of time for writing! I love my day job as a librarian but it's definitely challenging to work full time and also be a writer. I wish I was one of those disciplined writers who writes every day at the same time of day but sometimes weeks go by without my having written a word. Sometimes I'll deliberately under schedule myself on the weekends and in the evenings just to make sure I have significant blocks of time to get the writing done.
MW: You, like many other authors, are a musician. Does your knowledge of music play any part in your writing?
SR: I've never thought about it before but I think it does. I do think about the rhythm
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of my prose, on a sentence-by-sentence level. For my characters who are musicians I use my own experience of having played the violin and sung in choirs. I don't know about the discipline and practice part of being a musician. I don't think I was diligent enough about practicing to qualify!
MW: Authors have told me that the Young Adult designation was once considered the "kiss of death" for a novel. Yet, that has changed.
SR:
There's a bunch of different things going on. I think there's an increasing awareness of and respect for the genre, both with teachers and librarians and among young adults themselves. There are awards now such as the Young Adult Library Services Association's Best Books for Young Adults and the Printz Award. There's better book design-with some notable exceptions-and awareness on the part of publishers about what works well for this audience. There is a huge population of teens and a constantly growing body of outstanding work in the genre.
MW: Of all your writing accomplishments, what has given you the most satisfaction?
SR: The e-mails I've gotten from fans of Empress. I've heard from so many amazing people. I'm thrilled that the book has affected them enough for them to want to write to me. 
Graham "Sandy" Salisbury
The name Graham "Sandy" Salisbury has become nearly synonymous with Young Adult literature, particularly to librarians throughout the state of Oregon who delight in reading and recommending his long list of award winning titles that hold immediate appeal to voracious young readers and their more reluctant fellows as well. His most recent book is Island Boyz, a collection of short stories dedicated to "all the guys" Salisbury "kicked around with in Kanehoe, Kailua, Honolulu, KailuaKona, Hilo and Kamuela."
MW: Has your integrity as a writer ever been challenged?
GS: My intentions are not to shock or wow, but rather to explore and define the human condition as I feel it. If my integrity as a writer has ever been challenged, it went zooming over my head. I have not had huge challenges to what I do. But what others say about my work is always important to me. If someone were to challenge my integrity as a writer I would thank them for their feedback, consider the complaint, then move ahead in a manner appropriate to my deepest beliefs. For example, there are those out there who think saying the phrase, "under God" should not be said in the Pledge of Allegiance. Although I am not a religious person, I would never not say "under God" just because someone doesn't like it. I think it's appropriate and part of our heritage. So I will continue to say it despite the objections of others. Challenges are good. They keep us alert. But they usually do not alter my basic beliefs.
There are certain limits I place upon myself as a writer. I don't do gratuitous violence, sex scenes or inappropriate language if I am writing for young readers. Critics might cringe at this kind of selfediting, but I consider what I do a responsibility as much as I consider it an art. There is, in my mind, a line between the two and I try to keep that clear. Other writers go for mean realism in every case. There's much to be said for this. It's often gutsy stuff to read.
MW: If you're willing to reveal it, what is the most difficult decision you've ever had to make?
GS: I've had to make many difficult decision in my life, but as a writer the most difficult thing I've yet had to decide was that the novel I'd been working on for almost two years just wasn't working. It was a novel set in Oregon. I loved the theme and the setting but that particular story never had a heartbeat so I shelved it. 
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